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October meeting: A big thank you to Dr 
Julie Gandolfi from Driver Research Limited, 
who gave us a very imformative and thought 
provoking presentation on her research on 
“Managing the Older Driver Problem”. The 
research identified that older drivers are likely 
to be faced with greater driving risks for many 
reasons. These increased risks can come from 
both personal physical changes as well as a 
change in their cognitive responses.  The 
research, whilst identifying the risks, does not 
respond to this in the way that some do by 
demanding compulsory re-tests or blanket 
bans on driving. Julie’s research recognises 
that there is a potential massive social impact 
if a driving licence is withdrawn. The research 
concentrates on how we can still allow older 
drivers to continue to drive without 
significantly increasing driving risk. The 
research, like any “suitable and sufficient risk 
assessment”, seeks to identify how these risks 
can be effectively managed so that (safe) 
driving can continue. It is all about engaging 
the drivers, by firstly getting them to 
acknowledge what the risks are and why they 
may be increasing. Then it is a question of 
working with the drivers to look at ways that  
these risks can be managed. A risk, such as 
changes in eye sight can be easily managed by 
ensuring that eye tests are regularly conducted 
and then the correct glasses are worn whilst 
driving. Further details on Julie’s work can be 
found at: 
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 http://www.drivingresearch.co.uk/

Better Dring Course: We will be running 
another Better Driving Course for 6 
consecutive Wednesday evenings 8:00pm to 
9:30pm commencing 1st February 2012. 
 

Topics covered will include: Observation 
and anticipation, Overtaking safely, Driver 
attitude, Coping with adverse conditions, 
Hazard identification, Motorway driving, 
The system of car control, Night driving, 
Vehicle balance & use of main controls, 
Accidents and breakdowns, Dealing with 
corners & bends, Personal safety for women 
drivers, Correct positioning, Drive 

commentaries, Effective signalling, 
Assessment drives. 
 
Further details and an application form are 
available at:  
http://www.roada-bedford.org.uk/bdc.htm or 
Contact Stan Jones on 01234 266070. 
 
Seen on an overhead sign on the M1: “IS 
YOUR VEHICLE READY FOR 
WINTER?” Whilst the sign should say “IS 
YOUR VEHICLE SAFE FOR THE 
ROAD?” it should serve as reminder to us all 
to make sure we are checking our vehicle on a 
regular basis. MADNESS AGAIN. The latest 
proposal is to change the first MOT test to 
start at 4 years and then be every 2 years from 
then on. This despite the fact that 40% of 
vehicles fail their MOT and have therefore 
been driven to the test centre in an 
unroadworthy condition. Add to this (see last 
month’s newletter) the proposal to increase 
the legal motorway speed limit to 80MPH!  

Sir Jimmy 
Saville 1926 - 
2011. We 
should 
remember that 
Sir Jimmy was 
a great Charity 
and Road 

Safety Champion with his 1972 “Clunk Click 
Every Trip ” advert. See it again at: 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/19
64to1979/filmpage_clunk.htmT. 

Why 39 years on do some still travel without 
wearing the greatest safety aid that comes free 
with every vehicle? 
December 2011: There will not be a  monthly 
newsletter in December or a monthly meeting. 
The newsletter will return in January 2012 and 
our first meeting of 2012 will be on Tuesday 
17th January 2012. Early I know, but have a 
happy and a safe Christmas and New Year 
and I hope to see you in 2012.  
 

Editor: Keith Hooson 
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